HIRRAKEE 


January/February 1998 Vol. 19 No.1 


Registered by Australia Post. Publication No. VBH4462 


MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE BENDIGO 
: FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
Address for correspondence: PO Box 396, Bendigo 3552 


Office Bearers for 1997 - 1998 


President Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Road, Epsom 5448 4396 

Senior Vice President RodOrr . 2 Cockerel Court, Bendigo 5443 5668 

Junior Vice President Barbara Chmielewska Melaleuca Ave, Longlea 5439 3075 

Secretary Anne Bridley 39 Cootamundra Place, Junortoun 5449 3479 

Assistant Secretary not filled yet 

Treasurer Bob Ruddick Markevitch Lane, Bendigo 5449 3287 

Membership Officer not filled yet 

Excursion/syllabus organiser _ not filled yet 

Librarian Dianne Collier 

Whirrakee contacts Tom Burton Tannery Lane, Mandurang 54 393028 
Sabine Wilkens 82 Somerville Street, Bendigo 5443 2797 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested in Natural 
History. The subscription rates are: Single $30; Family $35; Concession: Single $25; Family $30. 
Whirrakee subscription only is $30. . 


General meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. The venue for General 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old High Street, Golden Square. Meetings 
start at 7:30pm and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm. Members of the 
Committee are the Office Bearers listed above, together with the following members: 
J Burtonclay; S Pelczinski; M Lewis; D Collier; M Stone. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 
unless otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence at 10am (usually on a Sunday); 
half-day excursions normally commence at 2pm and may be either on a Saturday or Sunday. Full- 
day or half-day excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General Meeting. 
Campouts are held several times each year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday 
periods. 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at 7:30pm. The venue for 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. 

President: Anne Bridley 

Secretary: Jane Cleary 


Mammal Survey Group: meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm in the Golden 
Square Senior Citizens Building. 

Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (5439 5710) 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crs., Bendigo (5443 4063) - 

Equipment Officer: Ian Fenselau 

Vice Chairman: John Guley 


Front Cover 
Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown 


The Sticky Everlasting, Bracteantha viscosa or Helichrysum viscosum. The second name, the old 
one, still seems to come first into many people’s head. The detailed reasons why some species of 
Helichrysum were placed in another genus are unknown to me, but botanists must have found out 
about relationships previously undiscovered. Daisies are very complicated in their structure, there is a 
lot of specialised terminology associated with daisy taxonomy and everything about the individual 
flowers that make up the showy head is incredibly tiny..... 
So, if anybody out there can explain the reasons for the name change in an easy language (or in 
pictures) and submit this to the Whirrakee, it might make people feel a bit more comfortable about 
this or any other new name of a plant or animal. 
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Editors’ Note: 


At the beginning of another busy year, we want to express a special thanks to the regular and loyal 
contributors to the Whirrakee. Once again, this edition was saved due to efforts of these few people 
(you know who they are). Why don’t you bring a bit of variety to the list of authors this year, drop 
us a line, send us a photo or even just photocopy an interesting article you have come across? (please 
note that Tom Burton's contact address has changed). 

The syllabus for the 1998 general meetings has been put together and it looks very promising. Have a 
look at page 14 and mark the days in you diary now. 


Questionnaire Results 
Report from the BFNC Committee 


Distributed with the October 1997 Whirrakee 
was a questionnaire soliciting information on 
members’ views of the Club's activities. 
Response was poor with only 12% returning 
completed forms. The sample is too small to 
make really valid generalisations but a few 
comments are warranted. There were 8 question 
headings, some requested multiple choice type 
answers and others asked subsidiary questions. 


The first question asked about the readers’ 
attendance at meetings. Respondents attended 
about half the meetings, a few of the bird group 
meetings, and almost no mammal group 
meetings. Question 2 tried to find out why there 
was poor attendance and the most frequent 
answers were "other commitments" and "unable 
to travel at night" 


Questions 3, 4 and 5 about format and content 
of the meetings evoked several important 
suggestions. Several wanted more "Notes and 
Observations" and more "hands on" activities. 
The lecture sections should be kept short (45 
minutes). Most respondents liked "all topics" 
but several wanted "identification type" or 
"learning" sessions. About half said the topic 
influenced their decision to attend. The syllabus 
for 1998 will try to incorporate these 
suggestions but members with knowledge will 
have to volunteer to contribute. 


Question 6 revealed that most members read all 
the Whirrakee (or perhaps the 90% of the 
members who did not respond do not read any 
of the Whirrakee!), and consult it for meeting 
notices of groups other than the BFNC. They 
would like more natural history articles and 
more extensive excursion reports. Half 


"promised" to write and article next year. 


Questions 7 and 8 were about the Excursions. 
Most respondents went on a few excursions and 
were Satisfied with either half day or all day 
outings. About half said they would go on 
week-day excursions but only one respondent 
offered to lead an excursion. Responses to the 
format of the excursion: (a) a pleasant walk, 
received 3 ticks; (b) a bit of information, 6 ticks, 
and to (c) a structured presentation, 9 ticks. 
Excursion leaders should take note and plan 
their excursions to have a greater "teaching" 
content. 


OUR 110th ANNIVERSARY? 
Author: W. N. Holsworth 


A FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB. 
(TO THE EDITOR OF THE ADVERTISER) 


Sir,- Seeing that we have all the natural 
advantages and the necessary talent for the 
formation of an above mentioned club, I would 
humbly suggest that the gentleman whose office 
in the School of Mines lies nearest in this 
direction would kindly take the matter in hand, 
and if so, would if convenient, hold the 
excursion on Wednesday and Saturday, 
alternately one a week, and by doing so, give 
intending members a chance to enjoy their 
respective holidays, ladies to be eligible for 
membership. -Yours, under favor, RURAL. 


The above "Letter to the Editor" was printed in 
THE BENDIGO ADVERTISER, THURSDAY 
JANUARY 5, 1888. Members who do not 
understand why we are not celebrating our 
110th anniversary can find out if they volunteer 
for the 3 unfilled committee positions. 


Chris Tzaros - Victorian 
Australian of the Year Awards 


Chris Tzaros received THE UNILEVER 
ENVIRONMENT AWARD FOR VICTORIA at 
a State Banquet on 1 December 1997. He was 
one of seven Victorian State finalists in the 
Young Australian of the Year Awards. The 
membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club Inc. congratulates Chris on receiving this 
honour. 


The excellent work Chris has been doing in the 
surveys of the Swift Parrot and Grey-crowned 
Babbler are well known to our membership. In 
addition to the surveys he has contributed to the 
Recovery Plans for these species and has 
provided the bulk of the information on the 
Swift Parrot for the Handbook of Australian, 
New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. The Award 
also recognized his contributions to promoting 
the importance of bird conservation on the TV, 
radio, and talks and slide presentations to the 
public. We have all been affected by the 
enthusiasm Chris evoked when he was 
President of the Bird Observers' Group and on 
the Committee of our Club. In return, our very 
positive response to Chris' work has no doubt 
encouraged him to higher goals. 
Chris will register next month for poreraciate 
studies with Dr. Andrew Bennett at Deakin 
University, Rusden. He will be working with 


Ralph McNally, Dept. of Biological Sciences, . 


Monash University, on a Murray Darling Basin 
project, "The Ecological Significance of Coarse 
Woody Debris in Northern Victorian River 
Redgum Woodlands". We know that Chris will 
apply himself diligently to this work and we will 
look forward to his return to the Club as a guest 
speaker in a year or two. 


Young . 


Box-Ironbark Investigation 


The long awaited report by the Environment 
Conservation Council on the Box-Ironbark 
Investigation was released in Bendigo about 
17 December 1997. It is available for purchase 
($14.00) from the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment in Bendigo, or it 
can be ordered by Telephone on 1300 366 356. 
Submissions are invited and should be sent to 
The Executive Officer, 
Conservation Council, 4th Floor, 115 Victoria 
Parade, Fitzroy, 3065, (Or Fax to (03) 9412 
5537) before 9 March 1998. 

Members of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club are encouraged to obtain a copy 
of this informative "Resources and Issues" 
report. It is the best document available (265 
pages plus 5 large maps) on the box-ironbark 


Environment 


forested area between the Grampians and 
Wodonga. The Government is obviously keen 
to receive your submissions which is why they 
released the report just before Christmas and the 
January holiday period- so you will have plenty 
of time before the closing date. 


Vale Jean Elizabeth Ipsen 


What I remember about Jean Ipsen is her quiet smile of 
welcome. When visiting Lyal Glen or "The Caravan" at 
some bush site (Jack invariably first to arrive) one was 
always greeted by a door opening and Jack bustling out with 
greetings and news, but behind him Jean smiling saying, "It's 
good to see you. Come on in, the kettle's on." 

Though interested in the nature around her she would 
after a time gently transfer the talk to family and delighted 
in adding her friends’ relatives to her own kith and kin. 

Loyal and courageous, with a sharper mind than 
obvious at first and a gently wit, she and Jack formed a 
treasured partnership. They hosted many group parties and 
individuals at the "Glen". Reading old "Bird Observer Club 
Notes" I am reminded what a popular annual outing this was 
and each report concluded with special thanks to Jack and 
Jean. 

I don't know great details of her earlier life but she 
had tragedies that she bore well. 

She spent her last years bravely coping with her 
failing health, passing over her problems to ask after others, 
lying on the couch by the big window watching the activity 
around the bird table or the dam, entertaining relatives and 
friends, watching TV, and reading. She will remain in our 
hearts forever. 


Peter Allan 


Jean Ipsen died 6 December 1997 


News from the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Garden Development Group 


Author: Barbara Chmielewska £ 


The Garden Committee’s planned meeting for 
Area 3 of the garden will be held on 
Wednesday 4th March 1998 at 6.00 pm 
in the Field Naturalists’ place, Old High Street, 
Golden Square. 


This year we are planning to develop the third 
stage or area 3 of the garden. We were 
successful last year in receiving a grant of 
$595.00 from the Council and Anthony Sheean 
has promised his help and co-operation on 


behalf of the Council. 


Iam greatly pleased that Tom Patullo is happy 
with our progress so far. It is a pity that his 
health does not permit him to participate in the 
working bees any longer. 


Also a number of senior citizens and others 
attending functions at the hall have commented 
on how beautiful the garden is becoming. Some 
even took seeds from the grasses with the 
intention to plant them in their gardens. 


So, Elaine and Frances should be congratulated 
for their selection and arrangements of the plants 
and, of course, everyone else who participated 
in the working bees. 


It is also good to see club members weeding the 
garden on the way to the meetings. 


As ‘many hands make light work’ and our 
working bees are happy events with plenty of 
cakes for morning tea, I hope many members 
will continue to participate. 


_ Maria Island National Park 


Author: Elaine Mathison 


Maria Island lies off the east coast of 
Tasmania, half an hour across Mercury 
Passage from Orford. The Aboriginal tribes 
knew it as Toarra-Marra-Monah. The 
present name dates from 1642, when Abel 
Tasman sighted it from the sea and named it 
in honour of Maria Van Diemen, the wife of 
the governor of Batavia. 


By 1825 the island had become a penal 
settlement but escape across the water was 
too easy and within a few years it was 
abandoned in favour of Port Arthur, though 
a second convict probation station was 
established in the 1840s. Later settlers used 


_ the island for farming and grazing. 


Later still an Italian entrepreneur Diego 
Bernacchi thought the land suitable for the 
production of wine and silk; he also provided 
facilities including a splendid Coffee Palace 
for visitors interested in the convict era. In 
the early years of this century cement was 
manufactured from the island's lime-rich 
fossil cliffs. 


Many buildings, some now ruinous, remain 
from the various periods of settlement. Most 
are in or near Darlington Township close to 
the jetty. 


Away from the settled areas there is much of 
natural interest - sweeping bays, rugged cliffs 
and mountains, and plenty of wildlife. 
Several threatened species have been 
introduced in an effort to increase their 
numbers: Forester kangaroos, Bennetts 
wallabies, Cape Barren geese, emus, and 
native hens. Many of these animals are easily 
seen as is the local pademelon and the 
forty-spotted pardalote. 


RAKKAKKKK 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the 
Club library. 


ReKAREKKKK 


THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST 
(FNCV) Vol.114(5) 1997 October 


"Is Dieback Declining? The Threat of 
Phytophthora cinnamomi" by Gretna West 
outlines the results following 20-30 years of 
observation in areas of diseased and 
disease-free native vegetation in several 
parts of Victoria. There appears to be a cycle 
of disease, death and regeneration of plants 
affected. 


"Introduction of the Sugar Glider ..... into 
Organ Pipes National Park" by Robert Irvine 
& Robert Bender describes the relocation of 
a number of Sugar Gliders following the 
success of revegetation of the park. Nesting 
boxes were installed, before a further release 
of animals took place, and surveys are 
continuing to monitor the progress of the 
scheme. 


"Squirrel Gliders at Warnock Reserve, 
Swanpool" by Greg Dennis reports on the 
unexpected discovery of this vulnerable 
species on private property near the reserve 
which borders the Broken River south of 
Benalla. Surveys in the reserve established 
that a small population of the species was 
present. 


kRARKKKKK 


PARKWATCH(VNPA) 
December 1997 No. 191 


"A Landmark Conference" by Deb Farrell 
summarises the proceedings at the VNPA 
Conference held in October. More than 200 
people attended, to examine past and present 
park management practices and to try to 
establish a vision for the future. 


"New National Park for the Northern 
Plains?" by Tim Barlow gives details of the 
recent purchase by DNRE of property at 
Mitiamo which will be added to the Terrick 
Terrick State Park . The history of the area 
and its conservation values are outlined. 


"The Campaign for Victoria's National Parks 
1946-1956" by Janet Coveney reminds us of 
the battles fought by the VNPA in its early 
years and points out the lessons that 
conservationists can learn from this time. 


"Three New Coastal Parks" by Deidre 
Slattery describes the three very different 
coastal areas which have been declared 
under the National Parks Act. These are the 
Bay of Islands, Cape Liptrap and Cape 
Conran Coastal Parks. . 


KRKEAKKEK 


Also received recently: 


*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 
November 1997 
*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 
November 1997 
*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 
November 1997 
*Sun-Nat(Sunraysia FNC) 
October 1997 
*Environment Victoria News 
October 1997 
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Feeding Native Birds - Is it advisable or 
not? 
Author: Tom Patullo 


There is a lot of fascination in sitting inside a 
window and watching native birds feeding from 
food trays or drinking and bathing in the bird 
bath on a hot day. 

From the birds’ point of view, by the apparent 
joyful use of bath, food and water, the answer 
would certainly be an eager acceptance. 


What a controversial subject this is. In writing 
this article I expect a lot of feedback. However 
write it I will. I may get other people’s views 
on the matter. 


An early experience, perhaps eight or nine years 
old, I would cross a creek on stepping stones, 
and walk across a frosty flat on my way tot a 
little bush school and listen to the Magpies 
warbling joyfully as the early morning sun 
caught the topmost branches of the tall 
eucalypts, a memory which comes to my mind 
loud and clear to this day. 

As I grew up, instilled with a feeling of 
kindness for birds, engendering such acts as 
scattering breadcrumbs at the doorstep so to 
watch, while eating breakfast, a party of Blue 
Wrens accepting our offering gratefully and 
again deliberately leaving the tap dripping on a 
hot day, so that the Magpies could drink at the 
small pool that would form underneath. On one 
other occasions I have coaxed young magpies to 
accept scraps of meat from my hands. 


However the first time I came across the 
deliberate feeding and coaxing of native birds 
into the garden was when I read the little book 
‘Native Birds in the Garden’ written by the late 
Barbara Salter. 

When Tess and I moved to our bush block at 
Maiden Gully, we decided to create a bird 
attractive garden. The first method we tried was 
to scatter seed on the bare ground. This was 


successful in attracting birds. 


The Turtle Doves came by the dozens, the 
Bronzewing Pigeons also were 15 at one count. 
Successful in attracting birds, but also 
disastrous in another way. The congregation of 
so many birds at one place also attracted the 
hawks. We decided that this was not the way to 
go and that we must create habitat. Habitat in 
the true sense of the word. 

We decided that first we must do our planting 
with the creation of thickets in mind, at the same 
time using bird food-producing trees and shrubs 
thus creating protection and food at the same 
time. 

Wattles with their prolific production of seeds 
for the seed-eaters, and, while in bloom, 
attracting myriads of insects for the 
insectivorous honeyeaters. 

Bottlebrushes, grevilleas, correas, emu bushes 
etc. for the nectar lovers. 


With the fullness of time, the thickets 
developed, and the food producers bloomed, 
and a layer of debris formed under the trees and 
shrubs thus forming habitat for many beetles, 
insects and such like for the ground feeders to 
feed and forage in, Babblers, Grey Thrushes, 
Bell Birds etc. 

The thickets gave not only protection and shelter 
but also supplied material and nesting sites. 


As the thickets developed and the other trees and 
shrubs matured and flowered there was a 
definite increase in bird numbers around the 
garden. The most noticeable was a family of 
Babblers who had previously occupied a large 


clump of Melaleuca further up the hill, suddenly 


moving down to the garden and taking up 
permanent residence quite close to the house. 
They are very interesting birds to watch as they 
busily fossick around in the leaf debris around 
the garden and under the trees. What prodigious 
nest builders they are, at a count one day the 
total was twenty nests around the garden in 
various stages of disrepair. I believe that they 


are not all breeding nests, as they build a 
communal nest for the whole family to camp in 
at night. 


The migration led us to believe that our method 
of enticing birds to the garden was succeeding. 
Another instance of success in our aim was 
when we watched a pair of Crested Bellbirds 
paying us a visit. In my opinion these are the 
shyest birds in the bush and they had come into 
our garden. The bush ventriloquist with his 
“Dick Dick the Devil” call had paid us a visit. 
Indeed, as we found out later, it was more than 
a visit. They had chosen to make the garden a 
permanent residence and build a nest. 

The full story of this incident may be found in 
the Whirrakee Vol. 6, No.1 pages 3-5, probably 
available in the Club Library. 

If you read this story you will realise that there 
are two more hazards that birds in the garden 
have to face. The first one to nesting birds is the 
danger of feral cats at night roaming the garden. 
Over the years there has been a number of 
tragedies from this menace in our garden, the 
nest savaged and young birds gone. 

Another menace for swift flying birds is the 
danger of crashing into reflective glass window 
panes. 

Our friends the birds, if treated as friends, will 
become friendly and unafraid of human 
presence. 

Many times at Maiden Gully in the hot weather, 
I have been using the hose and the pardalotes 
feeding on the lerp insects on the eucalypt leaves 
would come close. I would spray the gum 
leaves with the fine nozzle and the birds would 
drink the fine droplets which formed on the 
leaves. 


Another instance of feeding and supplying 
bowls for the birds, this one on the negative 
side. I had supplied a drinking and bathing 
bowl in a sheltered position, with overhead 
cover at the edge of a thicket I thought to be safe 
and secure from hawks. This proved very 
popular with the small birds. There would be, 


quite often, half a dozen bathing and preening 
themselves around the bowl. A good subject for 
a photo, I thought. I contacted Bill Flentje, who 
duly arrived to set up his hide in the appropriate 
position. 

Bill was inside his hide eating his lunch, and 
Tess and I were inside having lunch, so that 
everything outside would be quiet. After lunch 
we Came out to ask Bill if he had any success. 
“No birds” said Bill. “No birds, that is strange”, 
I said. “I have just watched a Grey Butcher 
Bird” said Bill “doing his dastardly act on a 
small bird”. No wonder there were no birds. 
We had created a thicket to give protection to 
small birds from hawks, only to see it used to 
advantage by the grey Butcher, to pounce on the 
small birds using the drinking bowl. 


On the other hand, however, we have had the 
pleasure of watching Eastern Spinebills feeding 
at the Correa bells, we have watched a family, - 
father, mother and five babies of small quail 
marching, in line ahead, with military precision, 
as they came out of the bush to feed in our 
garden. How unusual a sight, it drew the 
exclamation from Tess, who was watching out 
the window, “Oh, look, who are those little 


people?” 


We have peeped into the privacy of the nests of 
Blue Wrens, Yellow Tufted Honeyeaters, Grey 
Thrushes and many others. - 

We have been awakened by the early morning 
song of the thrushes, we have heard the 
cacophony of bird song in the flowering 
ironbarks. 

We have experienced the sorrow when we saw a 
nest full of young Crested Bell Birds ravaged by 
some feral cat and much more. 

For nigh on twenty years we have experienced 
this and much more because we have created 
habitat which was attractive to the bush birds 
who accepted our hospitality and gave us much 
pleasure in return. 


So, do we feed native birds or not? 


Photographic Workshop, 14th Feb. 


1998 
Author: Rob Watkins 


Rob Watkins plans to conduct an ‘Introduction 
To Bird Photography’ Workshop for members 
of the Victorian Nature Photography Group Inc. 
and Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc., 
commencing at 10.00am on Saturday 14th 
February at his Marnie Road home, where a 
display will include hides, platforms, towers, 
ladders etc. fitted with cameras and electronic 
flash equipment. 

After a BYO lunch at Marnie Road the program 
will continue at 1.45pm at the BFN clubrooms, 
Old High Street, Golden Square, where a wide 
range of topics will be discussed, with ample 
opportunity for input and questions. 

After a BYO tea at the clubrooms the program 
will continue with a screening of slides to 
illustrate techniques used in the field. 

A charge of $ 4.00 will be made to offset the 
cost of notes. 


Those wishing to attend should contact Rob 
Watkins at Marnie Road, (opposite Ironbark 
Court) or by phoning 54 434891 prior to 30th 
January 1998. 


BOCA - Geelong FNC Excursion 


Birds of Port Philip Bay — March 1998 


10 


This popular excursion is organised for Sunday 
the 1st of March 1998. 
Leader: Ken Simpson. 


The excursion departs from Sorrento but there is 
a pick-up from the Marine Discovery Centre at 
Queenscliff at 9.15am. 


Book with Dick Southcombe by 23rd January 
(4 Peary Street, Belmont 3216) and make sure 
you indicate if you want to board at Queenscliff. 


Cost: $ 15.00 payable to BOCA 

post to PO Box 185, Nunawading 3131. 

When paying, also please indicate if you plan to 
board at Queenscliff. 


P.S. As the date of the excursion is very 
close, please ensure that a place is still available 
before you send any money. 


March Campout Notice 


The Ringwood Field Naturalists Club and the 
Upper Goulburn Field Naturalists Club are 
jointly running the annual campout for 1998 for 
the Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs 
Association. We invite members of your Club 
to register for this campout, to be held from 
Friday 6 March to Monday 9 March 1998. 


Venue: ‘Elkanah’ Guesthouse, Buxton 
Road, Marysville (approx. 2km north of the 
town). 


Dates: Friday 6 March to Monday 9 March 
1998 
Catering: All meals are provided from 


dinner on Friday evening to lunch on Monday. 
Tea and coffee facilities are available. 


Accommodation: Bedrooms accommodate 
2, 3 or 4 people in beds or bunks. Electric 
blankets, blankets and pillows are provided, but 
members need to bring bed linen and towels. 

Alternatively, there are motels and other 
guesthouses available in Marysville, and a 
caravan park is nearby. See the RACV 


accommodation guide. 

Cost: The anticipated costs will be: 
Registration & Insurance -$ 22.00 
Accommodation 6-9 March - $ 110.00 
Total - $ 132.00 


For those not staying at ‘Elkanah’, meals are 
obtainable 


Packed lunches -$ 8.50 
Dinner - $ 15.00 
Environment: Marysville is in the 


central highlands of Victoria, within easy reach 
of a wide range of different habitats, including 
forests, mountains, lakes and high country. 


Facilities: All facilities, including petrol are 
available in Marysville. 
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Excursion: Proposed excursions included 
some with a geological, botanical and 
ornithological bias, to Lake Mountain, Keppels 
Falls, Keppels Lookout, various tracks around 
Marysville, Lady Talbot Drive, Snobs Creek 
Trout Hatchery, McKenzieReserve, Fraser 
National Park, Cambarville an Cathedral Range. 
Self-guided excursions will also be arranged. 
Suggestions for excursions and offers to lead an 
excursion would be welcomed (See under 
‘Enquiries’ below) 


Bookings: Bookings are now being 
accepted. A booking fee of $ 30.00 per person, 
including registration and insurance, will secure 
a place at ‘Elkanah’ ($ 22.00 otherwise). 
Further information on the campout will be sent 
later in the year to Clubs and to all who register. 


Payments: Cheques should be made payable 
to ‘VFNCA’ and sent to: 

Geoff Travers 

Treasurer, Campout Committee 

23/2 Old Stud Road 

Wantira South Vic. 3152 


Enquiries and Suggestions: 

Please direct all enquiries, suggestions and 
offers to : 

Judith Cooke, 6 Parkhill Drive, Ringwood 
3134. Ph. 03 9870 8739. 

Lorraine Pyke, 149 Crystal Creek Road, 
Alexandra 3714. Ph. 03 5772 1189. 


Free Milk cartons 

During ‘Recycling Week’ at the end of 1997, 
Sandhurst Dairy has given a large number of 
new 600ml milk cartons to Sandhurst 
Enterprises. These are ideal as guards for new 
plantings, for raising seedlings etc. For those 
interested in obtaining some of these, Jane 
Cleary might still have some (5448 4396). 
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SPEAKER SYLLABUS for 1998 


11 FEBRUARY Native Plant Garden:- plant identification; Members night to show slides; 
Bring collections of natural history objects; Discuss, talk, and socialize. Opportunity for planning 
excursions, investigating the library, etc. 


11 MARCH Roadside Conservation 
Speaker: Jan Salmon, Roadside Conservation Advisory Committee, 


8 APRIL Flowers of Western Australia 
Speaker: Graham Hill, Bendigo 


13 MAY Geology of Bendigo 
Speaker: Gary Johansen, Exploration Manager, Bendigo Mining NL. 


5 JUNE 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY SPECIAL PUBLIC LECTURE 
Helping Regent Honeyeaters at Lurg - A win-win situation. 
Speaker: Ray Thomas, former Land Protection Officer, DNRE, Benalla 


10 JUNE Of Mammals and Microhabitats in the Box Ironbark Forest 
Speaker: Dr. Todd Soderquist, Bendigo 


8 JULY — Parks, Flora and Fauna 
Speakers: Rhonda Bullock, Ranger, Inglewood and St. Arnaud Parks and Reserves, Parks 
Victoria; and Rob Price, Flora and Fauna Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources and 


Environment, Bendigo. 


12 AUGUST Lichens and Rocks 
Speaker: Dr. Noel Sleigher 


9 SEPTEMBER _ Annual General Meeting 
Speaker: To be announced - to be arranged by the President 


14 OCTOBER Northern Plains Grassland Ecology- Terrick Terrick State Park 
Speaker: Tim Barlow, Grassy Ecosystem Project Officer, Victorian National Parks Association. 


11 NOVEMBER 
Speaker: To be announced 


9 DECEMBER (Christmas dinner) 
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Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


Wednesday, February 11, 1998, 7:30pm. 
Native Plant Garden:- plant identification; 
Members night to show slides; Bring collections 
of natural history objects; Discuss, talk, and 
socialize. Opportunity for planning excursions, 
investigating the library, etc. 


Wednesday , March 11, 1998, 7:30pm. 
Roadside Conservation 

: Jan Salmon, Roadside 
Conservation Advisory Committee, 


Excursion 
There will be an excursion for February. 


The details were not finalised by the time the 
Whirrakee went to print. They are given either in 
an insert in this edition or are supplied on the 
night of the general meeting. 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday, February 6 1998, 7:30pm 

Russell Traynor will talk about artificial nest 
hollows. 

Bird of the Night: Grey Shrike-thrush 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 
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